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Welcome to BSE 

Bendigo South East College was formed in 2009, when Kangaroo Flat, Golden Square and Flora Hill 

Colleges merged to create Bendigo South East & Crusoe College as part of the Bendigo Education Plan 

project.  BSE caters for students from Year 7 to 10 and has an outstanding record of educational success 

based on a caring, individual approach.  

During the four years of study at our College, students are involved in a curriculum balanced across the 

eight Learning Areas and four capabilities aligned to the Victorian Curriculum.  

At Years 7, 8, 9 & 10, students study a curriculum of core units and electives, giving them the opportunity to 

maintain a broad range of future options  while pursuing individual interests. 

The range of academic and co-curricular awards won by students an staff at State and National levels is 

testament to the College’s position as one of Victoria’s leading schools. 

The College has a comprehensive range of Student Support services to ensure that the full range of 

student abilities are appropriately nurtured. 

Our Student Management motto states  ‘We believe that all students are important and can be 

successful, and we won’t give up until every one of them is.’  We promote the College as a Community of 

life long learners, with parents as an integral group in the partnership. 

The College has a well established Code of Conduct based upon the premise that  

‘All individuals will be valued and treated with respect.’  Discipline is seen as a learning opportunity.  A 

restorative approach helps students ‘make it right’ when mistakes are made. 

Our students receive a World Class Education.  



           Strive for Excellence              4 

 

 



           Strive for Excellence              5 

 

 About our College 

 

Contact Us 

General Office 

(03) 5443 4522 

 

Absence Line 

(03) 5443 7600 

 

Email 

helpdesk@bse.vic.edu.au 

 

Address:    

56 Ellis Street, Flora Hill  Vic  3550 

 

Postal Address 

PO Box 15, Strathdale  Vic  3550 
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BSE Beliefs 

All students can succeed when given the personal support that meets their individual needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSE Vision 

Our College is committed to ensuring every student develops the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to 

positively contribute to the global community as a responsible and caring citizen. 

 

We encourage students to ‘strive for excellence’ and to achieve more than is required or expected 

academically, vocationally, socially and personally. 

 

BSE Values  

We are committed to embedding our values as habits so that they become observable attributes: 

Our values are shown through year level themes; 

 

 Year 7 Teamwork      Working together to achieve shared aspirational goals 

 Year 8 Respect      Treat others with consideration and regard and be respectful of the rules  

                                       within a community 

 Year 8 Appreciation    Be generous in actions and words towards everyone who contributes to our world 

 Year 10 Leadership    Accept that we all have a role to play in modelling, contributing and serving others 

 

We are committed to embedding our values as habits so they become observable attributes: 

 Readiness 

 Resourcefulness 

 Resilience 

 Reflectiveness 

 Reciprocity 
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 Term Dates 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 

Term 2 

Term 3 

Term 4 
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 Bell Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Timetable (example) 

Bendigo South East College 
Student NAME (07A4) 
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 Year 7 Curriculum Overview 2021 

Introduction 

The curriculum at Bendigo South East College follows the Victorian Curriculum F – 10. This curriculum, 

developed by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), “is the common set of 

knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social development and active and 

informed citizenship.” The Victorian Curriculum F – 10 also incorporates the Australian curriculum, whilst 

reflecting the key priority areas and standards for Victorian students. 

 

Bendigo South East College also offers a small range of Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and 

Vocational Educational Training (VET) based subject offerings for Year 10 students. Teachers follow the 

subject specific study design published by the VCAA to construct learning centred upon the set 

knowledge and skills described. VET subjects knowledge and skills is derived from following the relevant 

industry-based training package regulated by the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA). 

 

As students move into Years 7 and 8, Bendigo South East College curriculum and subject offerings 

have a focus on students experiencing a broad range of subject areas and building key knowledge 

and skills across these offerings. Within Year 9 and 10 students are provided with increasing 

opportunities to exercise choice. We encourage students to consider their Year 10 program as a strong 

grounding for their last two years of senior secondary education. 

 

Learning and Student Attendance 

Bendigo South East College expects students to maintain a strong attendance record. There is 

significant research that indicates students who miss 5–10% of days in any given year will have 

significantly lower levels of performance in Literacy and Numeracy. In future years the gaps in 

knowledge and skills are rarely made up. Strong attendance provides continuity in student’s learning. 

 

Bendigo South East College will work with parents to provide support for a continuation of essential 

student learning if a student has some short-term absence (up to approximately 2-3 weeks) as a result 

of illness or injury. For absences that extend beyond this period, student needs are considered on a 

case-by-case basis, but parents need to be aware that the school is not equipped, nor able to 

support an “at-home” learning program for students for any great length of time. The school does not 

provide an individual learning program as part of the student’s absence due to holiday during the 

term. 

 

Subject Fees 

The subject fees shown in this booklet are the fees for 2020.  

 

Fees for 2021 are yet to be reviewed by College Council as part of the annual ratification process.  

The final list of fees/charges will be included in 2021 book lists which are distributed later in the year. 
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Year 7 Curriculum Overview 2021 

Year 7 students study subjects from all Learning Areas. Students get to select their year-long language 

option. ‘Technologies’ and ‘Arts’ are broad terms given to the taster program run, which involves students 

rotating through a range of technology and arts related subjects during the year, as listed below.  

 

The subjects studied by a student in Year 7 are: 

 English   full year course taught in a co-teaching environment  

 Mathematics  full year course taught in a co-teaching environment 

 Science  full year course taught in a co-teaching environment and the Science Lab 

 Humanities  full year course taught in a co-teaching environment 

 Health and PE full year course taught in a co-teaching environment 

 Languages  full year course studying Chinese, Indonesian or German in a single classroom 

 Technologies  full year course with a rotation every term to provide students with experiences in  

                               food technologies, textiles, materials and digital technologies. 

 The Arts   full year course with rotations 

 

Students who gain entry into the Athlete Development Program (ADP) or Academy of Creative Arts (ACA) 

complete those programs in lieu of Health and PE (in the case of ADP) or The Arts (in the case of ACA).  

 

What is a co-teaching environment? 

A co-teaching environment is a classroom environment in which multiple classes and their teachers are 

timetabled together for the same subject. Secondary school is often the first time that students experience 

a co-teaching environment.  

Research has shown that effective co-teaching is highly successful, particularly in relation to: 

 Shared expertise among two or more teachers 

 Shared responsibility for instruction and management 

 Increased opportunity to differentiate for student needs 

 Greater social integration of students 

 

Co-teaching environments at Bendigo South East College are typically either: 

 Three teachers and seventy-five students 

 Four teachers and one hundred students 

 



           Strive for Excellence              11 

 

 
Year 7 Subject Descriptions 

The following pages contain overviews for each of the subjects studied by a Year 7 student. The excep-

tions to these are the Athlete Development Program, Academy of Creative Arts and Music Program which 

replace a student’s Health and PE (in case of entry in ADP) or Arts rotations (in the case of ACA or MUSIC).  

 

 

Arts Tasters Program 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $35 in 2020 

 

In Year 7 Art, students will develop an understanding of all areas within the Arts including Music, Performing 

Arts (Dance and Drama), Visual Art, Visual Communication and Digital Art. Students will explore each of 

the Art subjects, tasting the theoretical and practical aspects of the area. Throughout the year, students 

will view and explore music-making, view live and recorded performances, create artworks with various 

mediums, design logos, explore technical drawing, and create several forms of digital artwork.  

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Viewing and analysing areas of the Arts 

 Exploring mediums, materials and process of art-making 

 Development of a Visual Diary and Folio 

  

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Theme development 

 Creating works 

 Presenting works 

 Critiques and annotations 
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 Music Program 
Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  Check applicable fees in Music Enrolment Form 

This program is for students who want to learn to sing or play an instrument and get experience working in 

bands and ensembles. Each class involves playing music and working towards performances. Playing mu-

sic has huge benefits for students and is  a brilliant way to make new friends and learn more about working 

with other people. 

Lessons and instrument hire are available. More information can be found here:  

https://www.bse.vic.edu.au/music-program/ 

If you have questions about ability level or instruments available please talk with Mr. Briggs or Music staff.  

Two Grade 6 information sessions will be held at BSE during term 3. 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Building awareness of music style 

 Developing group performance and presentation skills 

 Developing teamwork and rehearsal skills 

 Building greater musical skills 

 Weekly instrumental lessons 

 Use of composition software 

 Theory and knowledge of musical terminology 

 Practical skills in sound and audio production 

 Creative skills in improvising, composition and interpreting music 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Creative tasks and assignments. 

 Performance review and reflection 

 External feedback from guest artists 

 Use of digital applications 

 Practical assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bse.vic.edu.au/music-program/
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 Academy of Creative Arts (ACA) 
 

Subject Length:    2 semesters 

Subject Fee:          $1,000 in 2020 

 

If you are interested in furthering your development in the field of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts or Vocals, this 

subject is for you!  The Academy of Creative Arts (ACA) program offers aspiring artists the opportunity to 

develop their own goals to work towards in their chosen field.  The program also invites practicing artists to 

run Masterclasses for students. These Masterclasses occur before and after school each week. 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Self-regulated Learning 

 Elements of Art 

 Collaboration 

 Concepts 

 Folios 

  

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Theme development 

 Creating works 

 Presenting works 

 Critiques 

  

Additional Information 

This is a SELECT ENTRY program. Entry into the program undertaken through a separate ACA application 

and audition/interview. Students who gain entry into the ACA complete this program in lieu of The Arts or 

Technology rotations. 

In timetabled classes, students will be engaging in a coaching environment to work independently or in 

collaboration with their peers to generate and present works in their chosen field. 
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 English 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $5 levy in 2020 

 

Students will complete a range of reading, writing and speaking and listening activities to further their com-

munication and literacy capabilities.  

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Independent Reading Program 

 Creating Characters narrative writing 

 Novel Study 

 Persuasive Writing 

 Creative writing 

 Film Study 

 Adaptations 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Text response essay 

 Persuasive writing 

 Creative writing 

 Text Analysis 

 Oral presentations 

 Digital presentations 

 Group work 
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  No fee in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Vocabulary – to develop basic English and adding increasing amounts of subject specification 

 Grammar functions to move from basic to more specific types 

 Building use of English confidence across Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 

 Developing subject specific language 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Games 

 Speaking and Listening tasks 

 Reading and Comprehension tasks 

 Writing tasks 

 Life skills as negotiated 

 General knowledge – usually to support mainstream subject learning 

 

Additional Information 

Based on the learning needs of the student, work may be varied to support individual student learning. 
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 Health and Physical Education 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $5 levy in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Aquatics: water safety and survival skills 

 Sport Education: participate in structured competition, undertaking various roles 

 Gymnastics & Dance – dance warm - ups, dominant movement patterns and routine development 

 Athletics – Skill technique & development in preparation to school trials 

 Fundamental Motor Skills - Throw / Catch, Kicking, Striking 

 Cultural Games – Students will be taught a variety of Australian Indigenous games. 

 Fitness Testing: assessing strengths, weaknesses, goal setting 

 Health: identity, relationships & bullying 

 Health: puberty and dealing with change 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Use of formative rubrics to support student growth 

 Small and large group drills and modified games to apply skills and game understanding 

 Individual self directed tasks 

 Peer & Self Assessments 

 Health units are assessed through completion of workshops, collaborative activities and  

workbook tasks. Summative assessment task at the conclusion of health unit 

 Exams: summary of content covered across the semester  
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Athlete Development Program 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $1000 in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Personalised training program 

 Strength and conditioning 

 Technical skills development 

 Personal development 

 Sports medicine support 

 Victorian F – 10 Health and PE curriculum 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Goal Setting & Individual Athlete Performance Plans 

 Training Sessions specifically linked to Squad/Sport 

 Individualisation of programming specific to Squad/Sport Movements (Primarily Prehabilitation) 

 Consistent consultation between external coaches and ADP staff 

 Continuation of Sport Performance Psychology 

 Exploration of Sports Science and Training Concepts related to training and performance (Inquiry) 

 

Additional Information 

The Athlete Development Program is a SELECT ENTRY course. Entry into the subject is undertaken via a 

separate ADP application. Please visit the BSE website, or contact the ADP Manager for further 

information. 

 

 

 

 



           Strive for Excellence              18 

 

 Humanities (Core) 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $5 levy in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Civics & Citizenship: Government and democracy 

 Economics & Business: Work and Work Futures 

 Geography: Water in the world 

 History: Ancient world and early civilisations 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Application tasks 

 Case study analyse 

 Project work 

 Exam and tests 

 Workshops and co-learning opportunities 
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Chinese 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $32.20 paid through Booklist + $5 in school fees in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Using Chinese language to compare own experiences to the lives of young Chinese people 

 Comparing stories and characters in both Chinese and Australian popular media and explore  

themes and topics that interest young people from different cultural backgrounds 

 Watching interactions in Chinese between peers, families or in texts, and interprets the meaning of  

the dialogue as well as comparing culturally determined manners or behaviour 

 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Unit booklet 

 Speak out presentations, role play scenarios 

 Formative vocabulary test 

 Unit hands-on project  

 Formative and Summative listening, speaking, reading and writing learning assessment tasks 
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 German 

 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $32.20 paid through Booklist + $5 in school fees in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Socialising with peers in the classroom while learning how to maintain a dialogue 

 Themes such as  family, school, animals, seasons, food and Christmas  

 Fluency in listening, speaking, reading and writing 

 Comparisons between Australian and German culture and traditions 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Participation in the German Christmas Market (fundraiser) including German food tasting 

 Learning German through games, art and other fun-filled activities 

 Interactive competitions in the classroom 

 Opportunities for personal choice are promoted, to support personal interests 

 Experiencing the traditional welcome to school life of a German student 

 Personal contact with German exchange students to gain first hand insight into culture & traditions 

 Use of IT, in particular Stile (interactive platform for classroom content) and Education Perfect  

(vocabulary program) 

 Formative and summative assessments 

 Regional and state-wide competitions 

 Participation in intercultural Harmony Day at BSE 
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Indonesian 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $32.20 paid through Booklist + $5 in school fees in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Socialising with peers in Indonesian to make role play dialogues 

 Creating written pieces of Indonesian work  

 Translating various forms of text  

 Reflecting on Indonesian language learning and cultural values of Indonesian life 

 Building upon known grammar and vocabulary to extend understanding to new concepts 

 Connecting and comparing Indonesian culture through pop culture such,  music, foods and film 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Develop speaking skills through presentations, role play scenarios, movie making and performances 

 Interactive tasks on Education Perfect and assessment aligned with these tasks 

 Formative and  summative assessments: reading, writing, speaking and listening  

 Creating Indonesian written pieces linking with topics 

 Invitation to participate in state wide Sayembara Lisan speaking competition 

 Cooking and eating Indonesian food  

 Participation in Harmony Day school activities  
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 Mathematics (Core) 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $76.00 (for Maths Pathways online resource) in 2020 

 

Mathematics provides students with access to important mathematical ideas, knowledge and skills that 

they will draw on in their personal and work lives. The curriculum also provides students, as life-long learners, 

with the basis on which further study and research in mathematics and applications in many other fields 

are built. 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Number & Algebra 

 Measurement & Geometry 

 Statistics & Probability 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Maths Pathways Modules 

 Note Taking 

 Teacher Directed learning 

 Application/Rich Task Activities 

 Problem Solving 

 Topic Tests 

 End of Semester Written Summative Exam 

 

Additional Information 

The BSE Maths program provides a continuum of mathematical learning and allows for the differentiation 

for each student 
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Science (Core) 
 

Subject Length:  2 semesters 

Subject Fee:  $5 levy in 2020 

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Respiratory system 

 Digestive system 

 Circulatory system 

 Cells 

 Reflection and refraction 

 Sound waves 

 Earth and Space 

 Ecosystems 

 The Scientific Method 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Collaborative work 

 Research tasks 

 Laboratory techniques 

 Practical report 

 Tests and exams 
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 Technology Program 
 

Subject Length:  1 Term each of Foods, Textiles, Materials and systems, and Digital Technologies 

Subject Fee:  $35 in 2020 

 

Students will rotate through 4 terms of different subjects. This will enhance their understanding of materials, 

systems, textiles, foods and digital technologies in real world contexts.  

 

What is studied? 

Within this subject student learning is based upon the following key knowledge and concepts: 

 Different types of materials and systems 

 Food technology and Fibre 

 Digital technology and its applications  

 Safe use of tools, plant  and machinery 

 Practical learning contexts on materials including textile 

 

What type of work is done? 

Within this subject student learning is developed and assessed through: 

 Individual and Collaborative Learning 

 Theoretical and practical based approaches 

 Equipment and component identification 

 Folio compilation and submission 
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 Laptops  

 
Bendigo South East College incorporates a 1 to 1 ICT program. Parents/guardians make an 

annual contribution toward the overall cost of the program. Students have the option to buy-

out the device at the end of Year 10 (pending College Council review each year).   

Students in Year 7, 2021 will be supplied with DELL computers. 

 

As technology exponentially infiltrates our society, students will need to acquire and apply the 

basics of what technology provides in authentic, integrated ways to solve problems, 

complete projects and creatively extend their abilities. 

 

The computer is an essential part of a learner’s toolkit and BSE acknowledges that digital 

literacies play a major role in students’ social and academic development. 1 to 1 technology 

will support students to practise and acquire foundational 21st century skills, knowledge and 

attributes. 

 

Do I need to purchase the school-designated computer? 

We operate on a leasing system for our One-to-One notebook program. This program 

provides students with a machine that is set up for maximum learning outcomes at BSE. This 

lease needs to be paid before the school year commences. We do not have a bring your 

own device (BYOD) option.   

Contact the IT Services team (helpdesk@bse.vic.edu.au) for more information. 

mailto:helpdesk@bse.vic.edu.au
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BSE Virtual 

BSE has a virtual learning platform called BSE Virtual. Here you will be able to access feedback and 

additional information.  The student’s receive login details at the beginning of the year and parents 

receive theirs shortly after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the Student Dashboard 
Each student at BSE has a ‘Dashboard’.  The purpose of the Dashboard is to provide frequently updated 

information about the student’s achievements and current levels of knowledge/skills. 

The Dashboard is split into 12 tiles.  Below is a summary of what each tile represents.  Clicking on a tile 

provides additional information, such as individual ratings within the F-10 Victorian Curriculum and 

summative tiles. 

 Level of Passing 

 Learning Passport 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Other Areas 

 Attendance 

 Assessment 

 Learning Culture 

 Summative 

 SDL Inquiry 

 Co-Curricula 

 Extra Curricula 

 

Special Consideration 

Students can apply for Special Consideration if (for valid reasons) they believe that they have not been 

able to achieve their potential.  These applications should be made directly to the Student's House Advisor 

or Year level Leader.   
 

Assessment Mindset 

Published results give an indication of student achievement for the current semester only.  Parents and 

students should be making use of the information provided in reports, student dashboards and feedback 

on individual assessment tasks to set improvement targets and goals to reach desired end of year levels of 

achievement. 
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Student Support Centre 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs and Supports  
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 Student Support Centre 

Ange Tremain, Assistant Principal - Community 

The Community Branch at Bendigo South East covers many aspects of our College and consider ourselves 

very fortunate to have talented staff members specialising in these areas: 

 SRC 

 Lunch Time Activities 

 Inclusion 

 Engagement 

 Alternate Education 

 Transition & Pathways 

 Students with Disabilities 

 High Abilities Practice 

 

At BSE we are very proud of our  

Student Support Centre (SSC) Team. 

The Student Support Centre has a large team of skilled and experienced Education Support Integration 

Aides who assist and support students with their individual learning needs across a various domains.  

 

Barkley 

 2019 BSE welcomed “Barkley” a groodle from The Dogs Connect Program.  

Her role at BSE is to  

 Reduces anxiety among students and staff 

 Aid with managing behaviours associated with trauma 

 Help students to self regulate 

 Promote resilience 

 Assist in stress management of students and staff 

 Supports student’s emotional literacy and sensory processing 

 

 

Barkley has a new timetable each term so she can get into as many classes as possible and loves 

being on yard duty with staff so she can play down ball with the students! 
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Engagement Officers 
Ben Blanks & Eve Ritchie  

Engagement Officers support students to enhance wellbeing and educational outcomes by addressing 

social, emotional,  behavioural and learning capabilities. This is achieved by fostering strong partnerships 

with students; parents; carers; teachers and support staff; and community agencies to embed  a culture of 

inclusivity, respectful relationships, positive behaviours and participation. 

If you child needs support with the following, our Engagement Officers can help:  

 Bullying and cyber safety 

 Disability 

 Confidence and self-esteem 

 Gender and sexuality 

 Friendship difficulties 

 Family and relationships 

 Loss and grief 

 

 

Mental Health Practitioner  
Lucy Polglase  

The role of the mental health practitioner includes: 

 provision of direct counselling support to students  

 coordination of supports for students with more complex needs 

 contributing to whole-school approaches to mental health prevention and promotion 

 

 

School Nurse  
Jenna Sing 

BSE’s School Nurse primary role is: 

 To reduce negative health outcomes and risk taking behaviours among BSE students by providing   

       health education   

 Assisting in the prevention of ill health and problem behaviours by ensuring coordination between  

      the school and community based health and support services including year 7 & 10 immunisations  

 Supporting the entire BSE community in addressing contemporary health and social issues facing  

      young people and their families 

 Provide appropriate primary health care through professional clinical nursing, including assessment,  

      care, referral and support 

 Establish a collaborative working relationships between primary and secondary school nurses to  

      assist young people in their transition to secondary school 

Jenna is available on Monday or Tuesday at BSE.  
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 Inclusion Specialist 

Sara Fletcher 

The Learning Specialist - Inclusion will focus on demonstrating and modelling best practice in relation to 

improving learning in the classroom. This will include the planning for strategic interventions that are inclu-

sive and respectful of the diversity of abilities and backgrounds in our student cohort. A focus will be on 

personalising the learning, recognising that modification can be of the product, process, or content. It will 

involve the use of scaffolding and support to enable students to reach the learning goal of a particular 

lesson. The teaching practice of this learning specialist should foster and promote a growth mindset that 

assumes that all students are capable of learning. This Learning Specialist may also coach teachers to im-

prove their instructional practice under the guidance and direction of the Principal team. 

This includes English As An Additional Language/Dialect students. (EAL) 

Most of our EAL students are refugees from around the world, who have come here through the  

United Nations Humanitarian Resettlement programs.  

We also have students whose families have migrated here for a better life.  

EAL helps out first and foremost with teaching English to these students but we look after any other general 

things as well where needed - from organising translators to helping understand the computers. 
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 Base Camp 

The BSE Base Camp Program provides an alternate Educational Program for students currently 

enrolled at Bendigo South East College (BSE). BSE is located on Dja Dja Wurrung country in the 

Bendigo suburb of Flora Hill, catering to students in Years 7-10. BSE averages an enrolment of 1,500 

students and approximately 120 staff.  

 

Eligible students will not be in their first semester of Year 7 but may exhibit behaviours of concern 

which significantly impact on their learning, and require explicit intervention and strategies to 

develop social understanding and contextually appropriate skills and behaviours to achieve 

educational potential.  

 

The BSE Base Camp Program is regarded as a short-term, Tier 2  intervention program. Enrolment is 

for a period of up to twenty (20) weeks with a class size between 10-15 students.  Enrolment in the 

BSE Base Camp Program allows for students to experience a targeted program informed by 

evidence based pedagogies in the domains of Literacy, Numeracy, and Social and Personal 

Capabilities.   

 

The BSE Base Camp Program is underpinned by a strengths-based approach and uses a Positive 

Behaviour Support (PBS) framework. The main goal of PBS is to reduce behaviours of concern and 

teach alternative, more appropriate behaviour. This involves an approach that is proactive rather 

than reactive. Unlike behaviour management that attempts to ‘fix’ the person, PBS adjusts the 

systems, the settings and focuses on improving skills. A strengths based approach looks for 

opportunities to complement and support existing strengths as opposed to focusing on the 

problem of concern. 

 

This is complemented by the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM). The domains of the BSEM are 

Body, Stamina, Engagement and Character, all anchored by Relationships. The five areas are 

pedagogical lenses: each domain reflects the durable understandings and evidence-based 

practice that inform daily classroom learning.  
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 Program for Students with Disabilities 

Sarah Dennis 

The Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD) is a targeted supplementary program that provides 

resources to Victorian government schools to support the education of a defined student population with 

disabilities and high needs.  The program has eligibility criteria under the following categories: 

 physical disability 

 visual impairment 

 severe behaviour disorder 

 hearing impairment 

 intellectual disability 

 autism spectrum disorder 

 severe language disorder with critical educational needs 

 

The Role within BSE 

 Establishing the Student Support Group 

 Gathering information and evidence of the students eligibility and educational needs 

 Coordinating support from other professionals and agencies 

 Create an Individual Student Case in the Student Online Case System  
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Year 10 Wellbeing Leaders 

BSE has 16 Wellbeing Leaders who are an important part of the Student Support Centre.  

We have two Koorie Leaders within the Wellbeing Leaders -  Joseph Corcoran and Sophia Jacobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wellbeing Leaders role is to:    

 Coordinate year 7 Buddies 

 Create health promotion activities in collaboration with the School Nurse 

 Assist with taking care of Barkley 

 Offer peer support for other students at BSE 

 Meet regularly to discuss different ideas to promote positive wellbeing at BSE 
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Agencies BSE is linked with: 
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The College’s uniform policy is available at:  

https://www.bse.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Uniform-Policy.pdf. 

Some particular areas to highlight are: 

 Pants and long sleeved tops are to be worn as intended, not rolled up. 

 Socks are to be plain white or BSE branded. 

 Plain black sports leggings can be worn under BSE PE shorts 

 BSE PE Uniform or the supplied BSE team uniform are to be worn when representing the College in 

individual or team sporting events. 

 ADP uniform is specific to ADP and is not PE uniform. 

 Leather shoes must be lace-up and must be fully enclosed to adhere to safety standards. 

  

Out of Uniform Process 

The process for a student attending school out of uniform is: 

1. If uniform has been forgotten then the student must report to Student Support Centre for 

replacement uniform items for that day only, before 9.00am. If not available, or not all parts of 

uniform are available (e.g. shoes) then a blue uniform pass is given to student to take to class. 

Uniform is to be returned at the end of the lesson or day. 

2. If out of uniform (even with a note – not relating to illness or injury), the student must report to the 

Student Support Centre for replacement uniform items for that day only, before 9.00am. If not 

available, or not all parts of uniform are available (e.g. shoes) then a blue uniform pass is given to 

student to take to class. Uniform is to be returned at the end of the lesson or day. 

3. If out of uniform without a note, then student is recorded as Not Ready to Learn. The normal process 

for Ready to Learn will then be followed. 

4. The only excuse for not participating in PE is with a note that explains illness or injury that is signed by 

parent/guardian or a phone call by parent/guardian to the College explaining the same. An 

illness/injury note should be given to the PE staff member. Appropriate duties will be issued. 

Uniform 

https://www.bse.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Uniform-Policy.pdf
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 Uniform 

The beginning of Secondary College can be a stressful time for all involved.  Strath Mensland try to 

make uniform purchase as easy as possible. 

They offer lay-by at any time through the year with minimum deposit and allow generous time frames.  

You can even nominate an amount and pay it off at your leisure, so when the time comes you will be 

in  credit!  They do not have After Pay, Zip Pay etc.  

 

Please Note - if you are entitled to State School Relief Funding these contributions do not cover the full 

amount of the uniform.  There will be a difference to pay.  

 

From June 1st 

 15 min appointments. If late a re-schedule will be required  

 Only the student and one parent/carer to come in. Do not bring the whole family 

 Hand sanitiser provided to be used before entering change rooms 

 Please do not touch any uniforms unless staff hand them to you 

To make an appointment or if you have any queries contact 54411227 

Spare Uniform 
On occasions, students may need to borrow a uniform item for the day or a period.  This includes PE 

uniforms, dresses, jackets, jumpers or hats.  Student Support Centre has a comprehensive supply of 

uniform components and a small supply of donated school shoes and sneakers on hand for these 

occasions.  Students can borrow an item/s and return it at the end of the day or the following 

day.  Borrowed uniforms are laundered immediately after use and returned to stock. 

If a student cannot be accommodated with spare uniform items, a Uniform Pass will be issued. 
 

State Schools’ Relief Fund 
State Schools’ Relief is a not for profit organisation that supports the needs of underprivileged Victorian 

government school students by assisting families with obtaining  new school uniforms, school shoes and 

educational resources. 

Families experiencing serious financial difficulties, unemployment, independent living/homelessness etc 

are encouraged to contact the Wellbeing team for further assistance. 

Year 7 Students that are recipients of the CSEF automatically qualify for the uniform package and/or 

vouchers. 

What’s in the package? 

The 2020 Package contained the following items; 

1 x Polo Shirt 

1 x Trousers OR shorts OR Dress 

1 x pair of Lace Up Shoes ( see Student Support) 

Clothing Items: State Schools’ Relief will provide a voucher to be redeemed at Mensland subsidising the 

     5441 1227 
 Shop19 Strath Village 

 strathmensland1@gmail.com 

 Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 5.30pm   

 Saturday: 9.00am - 12.30pm 



           Strive for Excellence              37 

 

 

 

Year Level and Extra Curricular Camps 

Camps at Bendigo South East College are an integral part of the College program. They provide active 

learning and social development beyond the classroom. Experience shows they can be one of the most 

effective strategies in supporting student learning. 

The College is determined to make it possible for all students to attend each camp. To do this costs are 

kept to a minimum and payment plans are offered to families. It is the expectation and goal of the 

College to have all students participate in the camps program each year. 

 

Year 7  

The Year 7 camp is held early in Term 1 of each year and this ensures that students have the opportunity to 

work with staff, their GA (Group Advisory) group, their House and Year 10 House Leaders. The focus of the 

camp is to assist students to settle in to secondary school, build connections and form new friendships. 

Students also have the opportunity to complete a range of activities in an out of school setting which also 

helps them develop confidence. The camp is a terrific way for staff and students to get to know each 

other in a relaxed and enjoyable setting and is the perfect way to start their journey at BSE. 

The purpose is to provide an opportunity for Learning Teams and the Learning Team Mentors to get to 

know each other. There are activities to develop teamwork, and sessions on peer support, goal setting and 

organisation. This orientation camp is a particularly important part of the transition process, so every 

student who accepts a position at Bendigo South East College is expected to attend.  
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

Through Government funding the Camps. Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) was established to provide 

payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports days and excursions.   

Families holding a valid concession card will be eligible to apply for a payment for secondary schools stu-

dents which will be paid directly to the school and will be used towards camps, sports and excursion costs 

for the benefit of the student.  

Application forms are available at www.education.vic.gov.au/csef or from the General Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Hardship 

The College has a list of potential funding sources that can be accessed by those with financial hardship.  

BSE adheres to the Parent Payment Policy of the Department of Education and Training (DET).   

Please contact the College if you require any further information. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.bse.vic.edu.au/contact-us/
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

Where can I go to discuss financial support with uniform and school fees? 

 The Student Support Centre (SSC) can assist families with uniform through the State Schools Relief 

program as well as offer second hand uniform 

 SSC can offer information on avenues of financial support within the community 

 The SSC can not offer support with school fees and laptop charges but information on BPAY and 

other payment methods can be accessed through the IT team and the finance team in the main 

office 
 

What do I do if I am out of uniform or have forgotten my PE uniform? 

 The SSC can offer spare school shoes, sneakers, and uniforms if you need to borrow something for 

the day. The student needs to attend the SSC before 9am to be assisted 

 If we can’t provide you with loan uniform items, we can give you a Uniform Pass if you have a note 

from home 
 

Can my child access counselling support and social workers through BSE? 

 The SSC offers numerous support services and professionals. The first point of call is a discussion with 

the year level Leader or House Advisor around your child's specific needs. Referrals to the mental 

health practitioner and engagement officers occur internally through year level channels 

 The SSC can also offer advice on referrals to support services within the community 
 

Can my child have access to an integration aide?  

Students who are funded within the Programs for Students with Disabilities will work with staff to look at 

options for how this funding is resourced to best support the young person. That funding is often, but not 

always, used to resource an Integration Aides within BSE. The Aide’s approach the classroom holistically 

with an aim to support the whole school community. If your child does not fall within the PSD category you 

may request a meeting to discuss other avenues of appropriate support 
 

I think my child may qualify for disability funding, how can I get them assessed? 

You can request a meeting with your current school and BSE to discuss your child's specific needs and 

measures will be taken to explore whether an assessment is appropriate and which would be the best 

avenue for this to occur 
 

My child is anxious about starting secondary school. What support can you offer to navigate this big 

transition?  

Worrying is normal as secondary school involves a move from the familiar to the unknown. Your child will 

need to adjust to a new school campus, adapt to new teaching and assessment styles, cope with a range 

of subjects, adjust to having different teachers in different classrooms, become more responsible for driving 

their own learning, cope with new transport arrangements, meet new peers and make new friends. The 

following will assist in a smooth transition:  

 Assure your child that it’s normal to feel nervous about starting something new and meeting new 

people.  

 Ensure your child attends the transition and orientation programs in the last term of primary school.  

 Involve your child in decision-making where possible. For example, talk to your child about transport 

options to and from school and subject electives.  

 Become familiar with your child’s GA (Group Advisor), HA (House Advisor) and Year Level Leader. 

These are the first point of contact for your child’s attendance, wellbeing and academic progress. 

 Help your child explore new opportunities and extra-curricular activities. This is a good way to meet 

new people and become involved in the BSE community.  

 Encourage your child to eat well and get plenty of physical activity and sleep. The change to 

secondary school is likely to make your child more tired at first.  

 Be prepared for ups and downs, adjusting to change takes time. 
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56 Ellis Street, Flora Hill  Vic  3550 

PO Box 15, Strathdale  Vic  3550 

Phone: 5443 4522 

Absence Line: 5443 7600 

Email: bendigo.southeast.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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