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WHY ACA?
Students develop their artistic competencies and performance skills in technical 
sessions with access to:

• Specialist learning facilities, high-performance workshops and production 
studio environments

• Elite professionals as role models and mentors

• Competitions, performances, displays, camps, travel and practical experiences

• The opportunity to perform and present to a wider audience

• A professional network to provide openings for future vocation

ACA STAFF

Cynthia Holsworth 
ACA Manager

Ellen-Kate Waayers
Artist Development Coach

THE ACADEMY OF CREATIVE ARTS
Bendigo South East College’s Academy of Creative Arts  nurtures the creativity, artistry and scholarship of students. The 
program educates students to achieve excellence and mastery as performers, creators, scholars, makers and responders, 
enriched through immersion in the study of The Arts. 

We aim at providing a flexible learning program, with support from leading professional artists and arts educators, to 
develop high performing artists. 

We want our Academy’s artists to serve, encourage and nurture the community with great art performed and produced 
through artistic excellence.

The program received the 2017 Innovative Curriculum Award at the annual Drama Victoria Awards. Drama Victoria publicly 
applauded us for our approach, and said the design of our innovative and strong curriculum helps students develop their 
skills and passion in performance arts through dance, vocals, drama, music and visual arts.

– Cynthia Holsworth,  ACA Manager



THE COMMITMENT
Admittance is by audition and interview only.  Students can apply if they 
have an established record of excellence in one of the fields offered, and 
has the interest, passion, hopes, dreams and commitment to become an 
exceptional artist.  To benefit fully from ACA, commitment is required 
from both student and family. 

Student:  To fully participate in all aspects of the program, you must 
show high levels of commitment and passion for artistic education.

Family:  We ask you to encourage your child’s involvement in their 
artistic growth through practice and performance at home. We also 
request you meet financial, organisational and attendance requirements 
of the program.

Dance   •   Drama   •    Music   •   Vocal
• Technical and theory training
• Performance development techniques
• Weekly performance classes
• Personalised data gathering and feedback
• Weekly core strength and fitness class
 

Visual Arts
• Technical and theory training
• Exhibition and portfolio techniques
• Workshops and gallery visits
• Personalised data gathering and feedback
• Weekly core strength and fitness class

COMPONENT DELIVERY

PROGRAM COMPONENTS
Each successful applicant to ACA has the opportunity to strive for artistic 
excellence in a flexible and supportive, academic learning environment. 

The program provides a unique opportunity to be involved in a demanding yet 
rewarding program that focuses on developing the skills of an ‘artist’. 

There are five core components: Music, Dance, Drama, Vocal and Visual Arts,  in 
which experiences and opportunities are offered to develop, guide and realise 
aspiring artists. 

In each artistic session, leading professional artists will teach, guide and 
immerse students in creating performance, acting, playing music, singing and 
dancing, as well as engaging in stage performances and visual arts.

In conjunction with weekly specialist coaching sessions, students access 
advanced master classes in areas such as improvisation, the Alexander 
technique and Feldenkrais Method.



CONTACT
Cynthia Holsworth
ACA Manager 
03 5443 4522      
cynthia.holsworth@education.vic.gov.au

CONNECT WITH US
 bse.vic.edu.au   

 @  

 @b             

@bsecollege

PROGRAM ENTRY  ACA is a select-entry program for all students enrolled at Bendigo South East 

College. The application process and selection criteria have been developed by College and program staff, 
with input from supporting specialist schools. If accepted to the program, you will receive a letter of offer. 
 Applications close .

 

FEES  The annual fee is $1000 (subject to change), as approved by College Council, and will be included 

in the booklist available from November.  
Fees must be paid by January 3 , 20  These are in addition to BSE College fees and are  non-refundable. ACA 
fees do not include camps and excursions.
Ulumbarra Foundation– ACA Scholarship

Together with the Ulumbarra Foundation, ACA are very pleased to offer 2 scholarships to student-artists that 
have been accepted into the ACA in 2020.

These scholarships will cover the program’s annual fee for the year for successful applicants.

All student artists are eligible to apply for these scholarships; details for application are outlined at 
www.bse.vic.edu.au/academy-of-creative-arts/. 

Applications for the  Holsworth Creative Arts Bursary  are available for students of the Academy of Creative 

Arts to apply in 2020.

The bursary will be awarded on the basis of merit in the Creative Arts and may take into account educational 

disadvantage.

The total value of the scholarship pool is valued at, but not limited to, $2000 and will be distributed between 

one or more applicants at the absolute discretion of the deliberating panel.
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